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Jority accepted it voluntarily or com-pulsoril- y;.

Persia succumbed in the twelfth year
of the Hrgira, undertaJtlnx i
which Rome had, after seven hundred
years of effort, failed ia accomplishing,
while three years later Jerusalem was
taken, aud it has been held ever since,
notwithstanding "all Europe," tayt
Anna Comnena, the historian, "was.
loosed, and hurled upon Asia" for Ita
rescue." In A. D. 640, or eigheen year
after Mohammed's flight," Alexandria,
me second city or the Roman Empire.
was taken, and marching along west-war- d,

Carthage, the former ri val of the
city on the Tiber; together with all
northern Africa, beyond the Pillara of
Hercules, became tributary to I he
Caliph, whose tent was pitched by
Tigris. Ninety years after this doctrine
was first;preaohedv all Spain and half
of Franc were temporally, as well as
spiritually, under the dominion of the
barba.ians of the desert. And had not
Charles Hartel, In A. D.7S2 at that
time the master of the degenerate kins
of the Franks, under the title of may-
or of the palace, met them t .Toura '
with the sons of those who overturned
the, eagles of the western empire of
Rome, all Europe had been overrun,
and thepeopleof America, even, might
now proudly point to the robber of the
desert as an ancestor, Instead of to the
Saxon franklin, the Norse pirate, or
sturdy Germain . ,
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TRUTH;

camel driver, and son of camel driver,
But when we rememberthe migratory
habits and pursuits of the native of
Arabia, this is no more a reproach than
to call an American pit iron i former
merchant or ft lawyer. All things are
e mparati ve, and the most ordinary
financial stand ine furnishes with us
more solid comfort and even luxuries.
than can be obtained by the proudest
schiek of the desert.

And even if it were a reproach it
came with an exceedingly poor grace
from those who taught that their own
Savior was the son of the wife.of a poor
carpenter of the House of David.

But if the assertion were intended
as a reproach; it may easily be refuted
by an examination of his ancestry. He,
as du all the natives of his country.
together with the Hebrews, claimed,
and are able to prove, that their com
mon ancestor was Abraham, the father
of the whole Semitic race. A genea
logical tree to which the most ancient
of the world ar as ofyesterdav. But,
be that as It may, Mohammed could
trace . his ancestry to remote times
througli many princes of the tribe of
Kbreisb, tbe most noble and highly
esteeemed family in all Arabia.

His grandfather and four lineal pre
decessors had exercised the chief au
thority at Mecca. His own father was
the leader who headed the citizens, bis
own kinsmen, in that conflict which
ended in disaster to the Abyssinian in
vasion above referred to. '

The young man was skilled in all
the learning of his fellows. His was a
mind which went far beyond, and soar
ed far above theirs. He was a states
man of the highest order, a warrior
who was never defeated, a philanthro
pist who sought to ameliorate the con
dition of his people.

The vain and empty rites of Polythe
ism were reflected by his clear intellect;
the stern exclusiveness of the Jews re-

pulsed him; the doctrines of Zoroaster
were unsatisfactory, and especially so
when brought from Persia, a couutry
for whose natives the Arab had a con-
tempt, aud Christianity, with its doc-
trines of pence and iovefor all men was
unsuited to the spirit of a people with
whom war, robbery and lust were in
veterate practices.

Still Mohammed seized upon religion
as the fulcrum with which to bring his
people into one homogeneous and pow
erful nation.

Whatever the motive,success crown'
ea ins enorts to a greater and more
asting degree than has ever, either

before or since, attended the efforts of
any one man.

His wonderful ability, and personal
magnetism, like that of Louis the

burteenth, reversed that familiar rule
that a familiar acquaintance has a dis

i .. ... fencnanting enect. Juouis, tnougli a
small man, was, until his death, con
sidered of majestic stature, and though
be arose from bed aud ate, daily, in tbe
presence of hundreds his dignity never
suffered from tbe exhibition

So with Mohammed. His first wife,
the widow who had endowed him with
her riches, and his slave were his first
converts, and his most faithful aud un
questioning believers, tils numerous
wives and his constant and daily asso
ciates received his every word, iook
and gesture as an inspiration from the
God of the Faithful. Familiarity did
not breed com tempt.

His doctrines, adapted to the man
ners, customs, desires aod surroundings
of a warlike and sensuous people, have
stood the test of time and now number
more votaries than any other sect, save
one, on the face of the globe.

From the earliest times his ancestors
had been accustomed to intercourse
with the Jews, ami ample opportuni
ties were anorueu or. oecoming ac
quainted with the strict, steru and ex
clusive doctrines of the Pharisees and
Sadducees, especially so since Christiun
ity had triumphed over Polytheism in
the west, and its votaries had turned
the secular - arms against the sons of
those who had crucified the Savior on
Calvary.

Israelites fled to their brethren of the
desert for protection and shelter, aud
the robber did not say him nay.

Close following upon the conversion
of Conutan tine from the worship of his
father, to the purer doctrines of Coris- -
tiauity, broke out those bitter - dissen
tions iu the church, the seeds of which
had long laid but led under oppression,
but which the sun of power and smile
of favor soon caused to sprout into
trie-unti- tree, its roots unsettling the
foundation of the whole social fabric.

Christian persecuted Christian, aud
to davit was the Ariau, It
was the Athanasiau, or the Nestorian,
or Manichean, who sought that liberty,
among tbe burning sauds, he could not
find in the home of his Mrth. With
success purchased by servility to de
bauched women and illiterate men uoia--

lag the relus ef government which the j

republican legions of some naa maae
all powerful, the factions did not re--1 a
member to be patient and long suner-- i
inz and to bear love and charity to all!
men. Ttir these exiles were me isiaiand
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NUMBEK 24.
only text book of civil law used in the
courts of the countries where this relhj
ion ia the religion of the State,

J Mohammed could not hope for honor
or position as teacher in any of the

fold faiths.; He knew, from a know!
evge of his people, that neither were
capable of a speedy and universal pro--
mulgation, opposed as they all were
to thir sensuous and warlike habits
made so by their climate and config
uration of their country, and further
be was disgusted with their Jack of
uniformity. He leaned toward the
Jewish rites, but to them he was
Gentile, and In his hour of need they
conspired against him. From that
hour his course was chosen, and he
followed it triumphantly to the end.

He would be the apostle of a separate
creed, of a new religion; he would ac
knowledge that tbe Old Testament
was in many things the will of God at
expressed from the tongues of Inspired
men, ami confess that Jesus Christ was
a prophet, a wise man, and a benefact
or of his race, but no more. But the
great and cardinal principle should be
"There is but one God, and Moham
med is his prophet." He would enjoin
(to strengthen his hands) : that which
his countrymen had iromemorlally fol
lowed, war against those who differed
with them; he would promise inde
finable happiness and a surfeit of
seusuous enjoyment to all his followers;
an eternal existence in paradise, minis
tered unto by star-eye- d women.- - more
beautiful than can be conceived by hu
man mind; expressly licensing in this
world, th marrying of more than one
woman,'' and permitting the mainte
nance of numerous concubines. The
one great condition being the accept-
ance and promulgation of tbe one point
"There is but one God, and Moham-
med is his prophet."

His policy of promulgating it was
not narrow aud selfish like that of the
Jews, nor peaceful and appealing to
the reason like that of the Christians.
He : taught that I the new doctrine
should be ; offered to all people, and
that should it be rejected, it was to be
imposed with the sword and riveted
with tyranny, promising the joys of tbe
seventh heaven to those who died In
the front of battle In the Holy War.

His first efforts were directed, to his
kinsman of the tribe of Korlish. - He
called a meeting and laid before tbem
the new religion, and called them' to
join it. None answered save a boy,
tbe sou of bis uncle. They were the
chief people of their country, and the
respect paid them was owing to . their
being the traditional and hereditary

the thing most reverenced by their
brother tribesmen. They would not
sacrifice the traditions of their fathers,
and the prestige of their position as its
guaruians, f r the mere chimera of the
braiuofa(tbey thought) half demented
kinsman. They rejected him with
contempt.

He taught and was persecuted. His
kinsmen laid snares for him that he
might be destroyed. He fled to Medi-

na, with a small following, for refuge,
ia the year, of our Lord 622, and thence
dates the era of the Heglra, the year
from which in most Asiatic countries
all of their records are dated. And
thence also dates the doctrlneuf saving
the world by brutal or warlike forced

He is a skilled warrior, and preying a
upon his neighbors successfully, other
robbers speedily flock , to Billow his
spear, lie promising them heaven and
booty, they in return acknowledging
his claims to inspiration. His suecess
In his forays was an unanswerable ar
gument or proof, to these Untutored
men, of his divine powers, aud propor
tionally as he was successful the more
was he venerated, the wider his fame
spread and the more numerous became
Ids followers.

ca
Ten years later, at the date of his

death, he was not only the prophet and
spiritual ruler but also the temporal
lord nf all Arabia.

The whole country was his house
and all the people his pupils. Honesty,
sobriety, tlte Koran and war upon tbe
unbeliever were his lessons, and his

'scholars were worthy of their master.
In this academy were formed those

a a

heroes who shortly alter shook: me
potentates of the world upon tneir
thrones.

He invited Heraclius, Emperor of ly

Rome, and Chosreos of Persia to for- -

sake their errors and acknowledge the
true doctrine. They each refused, aud
then commenced those wars which an-

nihilated the successors of Cyrus, and
extinguished the feeble heir of the great
Augustus, L

Within six years after this refusal
his invincible horde had wrested from
the Csesar those provinces which after
seven hundred years war the Romans
had Just gained from Persia. Sooa
there ceased to be a Persian Empire,
end ancient Irak became a province or

Caliph, the successor of Mohammed.
Tht evangelists spread, not, as in me

early Christian movement, with peace

with the koran in the left hand and
the sword In the; other, offering the
choice ofparadise, or an instant journey
to the infernal regions. Northaoatbi
east and west, against Buddhist, Brah-
min, follower f Confucius;1 of Christ;
and worshippers of idols, to all were
offered the alternative, and the. ma

Mohammed and His Religion
AN HISTORICAL REVIEW.

A glance at the land of his nativity
and the country where the doctrines of
his religion were first preached will not
be inappropriate in an article upon
Muhammed atid bis religion, and may
be profitable, as throwing some light
npoa the doctrines of Mohammedan
ism, and the causes of its rapid spread

Arabid, the hot-bt- d whence sprung
and which still is the Holy Land of
Mohammedanism, is now and has al
ways oeen a, to some extent, terra tn- -
coanita. and a study to the curious, in
many things.

In length it extends from northwest
to southeast a distance of fifteen hun
dred miles, while its southern coast
stretches more than a thousand miles
along the Indiau Ocean. No rivers ir
rigate its dry, sandy and sterile plains
no rushing torrents break through its
bleak mountains; few springs bubble
from its bosom of mother earth, ant
the waters of that few are soon absorb
ed by the thirsty desert sands, or evap
orated by the action of a fierce, torrit:
sun; little verdure clothes the repulsive
nakedness of vast stretches of sand hil
iocks ana mountains. There are no
riches to tempt commerce, and few
known wonders to draw the explorer,
while dangers from thirst, from mov
ing clouds of sand, and the warlike
tribes of the dt srrt, are evir present to
deter.

All things combine to make this an
unknown land to outsiders, and to pre
vent the marcli of progress within. On
the east is the Persian Gulf, to the
south the Indiau Ocean, westward is
the Red Sea, while northward are Syria
and Persia.

Along the coast, and extending a few
miles into the interior, is a narrow strip
of land, which is all that invites or will
support permanent settlement. Inside
this belt, in all directions, for hundreds
of miles stretches the barren waste of
dreary desert and mountain, only dot-
ted here and there with the waving
palm tree and tbe verdant grass around
the occasional spring or well.

In the midst of this occasional oasis
we maj see the tents of the wandering
horde, pitched with filial affection
around that of their chief, schiek. or
patriarch. As was the practice thous-
ands of years past, so it is now. They
soon strike their tents, pack their cam-
els, seize their arms, mount their horses,
and again sally into the desert to seek
other pastures, or to wage private or
public war.

The sterility of tbe soli, the absense
of mineral wealth, the lack of induce-
ments to commerce, all conduce to keep
these people ?t a stand-stil- l, as to man
ners and customs, at the point where

k

they were before the foundation of any .

government now existant on the face
of the earth, save as to religion, and
their very surrounding . made their
change iu that possible.

In some arts and sciences at one time
teaching the world, now no man calls
them learned.

Only one change has taken place in
thousands of years, and that consisted

forsaking the rites of polytheism,
and proclaiming that "There is but one
God and Mohammed is his prophet."

Their habits, tastes and surroundings
made them singularly free and inde-
pendent of control. The bond linking
them together was and is mainly a
rcverencH for some particular ancestor

family, and a knowledge that booty
more readily accumulated by union.

There is no cringing submission to the
will of one master, or even to the will

a majority. A wild, free, roving.
brave and warlike people, th y are
particularly open to generous impulses.
And a stranger or even a member of a
hostile tribe who enters his tent or eats
his salt is protected and sent on his way
with gifts and the assurance of protec-
tion.

Originally this people were worship
pers of idols: three hundred and seven
ty of these were, with more or less
reverence, esteemed by the Arabs. The
sun, moon and stars were not the least,
though the black ttone, the great

Caaba" of Mecca, whs the owiimiiou

god of all. The Tabeans, after their
overthrow in Chaldea and Pend by
the Magians, also introduced their rites
and their worship. And a toleration
in matters religious, existed, to a degree
worthy of our following;the Magk-hius-,

the Jews, after the time of Titus,
and the various sects of Christians who,
after theirs became the religion of the
State iu the Roman Empire, and alter
nately exhibited to one another a most
unchristian spirit, all were allowed set-

tlement and their own worship with
out hindrance. The circles were trac
ed around theBaaba, the warring spir-

its of good and evil, the stern doctrine
of the pentateuch, and the gospel of
tbe humble Savior, were all freely
preached and freely followed.

The apostle and founder of the new
religion was Mohammed, son of Abdul-

lah and Amina, a maiden of Jewish
extraction, born at Mecca four years
after the death of Justinian. Emp?ror
of Rome, nephew of Justin the First,
and only two months after the repulse
of an Aby6inian invasion which would

have, if successful, installed the relig

ion of Chrifct in the holy circle of the
walls of Mecca.

It has been wged as a term of re-

proach that Mohammed was a poor
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almost to the very gates of Rome, from
the Chinese wall to and beyond the
pillars of Hercules tide religion was
the one triumphant aud honored,1 and
the Muezzin's call to prayers caused all
either voluntarily or otherwise to turn
tbe face of devotion toward far off Mec
ca, the, we may say, shrine of their
devotion, their holy of holies.

And all this in Uu than two centur--
e. t , , . -- ...it.
Then came disaster. Genghis Kahn

arose, and conquered the greater part
of Asia. - His was a different rellsrion.

nd though not ft persecutor, Islam .

seemed lost.
But the conqueror adapted tbo relig

ion of the conquered, as the Norman
adopted the customs of the Saxon, and
with Tamerlane and Bejazet, though
they warred with one another; Moham- -.

medanlsm was again supreme.
In A. D. 1453, Constantinople, which

had.been chosen by the first Christian
Emperor as h is cspl tal, but whleb to
remotest times had been, under the
name nf Byzantium, a place of Impor-
tance, fell, and entering upon the east,
and making that point their, seat of
government, they again essayed the
conquest of Europe, and success crown-
ed their efforts till met under the very
watts of Vienna by John Sobrievkl, at
the head of the Sartnatian (Polish) .

legions.
Since tlien they have never made

head against those nations which pro-
fess the Christian religiou, . either In
making converts or in augmenting
their territory.

Of course all these conquests were
not made by the Arabs, but all peo-
ples who have accepted their religion
have been thoee originally of the like
habits, customs, desires, .with ft like
coutitry.taud wamlerer. : Mohammed
was the father and in venter ef his faith ,

politician, a statesman,' a Judge of
men, a soldier, a general. , -

Not Hannibal, uorCsssar.Mor any an-

cient lawgiver or general, not Frederick
the G reat, nor Napoleon, nor Wash! ng-to- u,

was' ever so truly great if their
success is compared with Moham-
med's.

While their, name are .. heralded
around the world by the trumpets of
fame, his Is reverenced as that of mora
than man by a sect a numerous all
the inhabitants of Europe and Ameri

combined. He was one of the great-
est men, (If not the greatest man) who
ever lived, and his name and power
will never die. . , -

I f this article meets with any approv- -
al, at some future day I shall take
pleasure in treating .of tbe causes of v.
the decline of this religion. ' B.

Bncklen'a Armoft EftlTft.

Tbe Bkst 8alvc la the world for Cuts. '
Bruiaea, 8orea, Uksera, Salt Rheust, Fsvsr
sorea. Tetter, Chapped llaada, Callblalna,
Corn, and all Skin Eruptiona, and pesltlve- -

eurvs men, or ao pay requuvo. . it ' m
refuoded.; Prise, S3 eeuta per sex. For
aale by P. It. Crlap.

A Fabm Foa SalJt. A' Farm eontaiaieg
about 160 acres, nearly all underline cultiva-
tion, moderate buUdiuga, good springs, tim
ber; and flrit-cla- ni range. ; Will be sold
cheap, and eood reason! given for selling.

Also, one three-roo- m frame7 and one six- -
room brick hottae. -- - Convenient to the Iron-to- n

depot. Very low and on easy terms ; .

Apply to J.T. AK.

Suckplbss Nights, made miserable by
that'terrlble eoagh. ShUohs Cure Is the
remedy for you. 1

Daughters, 7ireaand Hothera.
We emphatically guarsatee Da. Marckisi's

Cathoucov, a Fkmalx Bkmkdt, te cure
Female Diteasea, tueh ss Ovarian troubles,
Imflamatlon and Uleermtlon. Fading sad Dls- -

eementor besrlee down feeiiagv Imxu
Itv. Barreaaeas, Cbance ot ttte Lsneorr--

haa, besides mssv wiks-ss-es rllng
from the . above, hxe ileaiic, Lat.y
gplnal weskneKS, SleepleMneaS, l.rou de-bt- y,

PsIrlUtioa of t toe-- rt, For aale
bylntgxtem. : PrletlajiUl-.Jf- r Co- -
Ue. Send to rW. wa, x.
Y.. for Psmnblet. free. For sale by P. K.
Crtop, DruUt, troaton.

BEGLEY & GRANDHOMME,

UNDERTAKERS,
Ironton, Massom?i.

Will keep a full line of Undertakers' Goods on hand;
can fill orders at Ten Minutes' Notice.

Fine Hearse,

TVill Xiix-iiis- n When Desired.
Our Undertaking Shop is on South Side of

C.--H. Sq . Begley & Grandhomme.

WHICH WE

orders and prescript
careful manner and

Crisp's Drug Store,
Ironton, Missouri,

Is now open for business, and with a
lull stock of

Pure Djugs ? Medicines,
Perfumeries, Fancy Notions. Etc.,

l--

"
4

--

j i

brwineny love ior an men, not
-- n.i 7Ct Testaments translated luto
the Arabic. And from these sources,

as well as from the beautiful moral
codes ot the Satweans and Magians, were

ilrawn the grand principles of morality
and rules of conduct laid down in tbe
"Koran" for the guidance of the faith-

ful. And this book is, even now, the

Is prepared to iill
tlons in tlie moat
promptly.

Store in ReoieM Bniliini, Corner Main acfl Bepolis Streets.


